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Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.



What is asbestos?

Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral fiber found in rock and soil that 
once was lauded for its versatility, recognized for its heat resistance, tensile 
strength and insulating properties, and used for everything from fire-proof 
vests to home and commercial construction. It was woven into fabric, and 
mixed with cement.

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.



What is asbestos?

Asbestos refers to six unique substances that belong to the serpentine and 
amphibole mineral families: chrysotile, amosite, crocidolite, tremolite, 
anthophyllite, and actinolite.

Chrysotile is the most common found.

Crocidolite, due to its structure, is the most dangerous to human health.
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Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.

Their size is about 3–
20 µm wide and can be 
as slim as 0.01 µm.

Human hair ranges in 
size from 17 to 181 µm in 
breadth



What is asbestos?

Asbestos can be found in:
• Attic and wall insulation produced containing vermiculite
• Vinyl floor tiles and the backing on vinyl sheet flooring and adhesives
• Roofing and siding shingles
• Textured paint and patching compounds used on wall and ceilings
• Walls and floors around wood-burning stoves protected with asbestos paper, millboard, 

or cement sheets
• Hot water and steam pipes coated with asbestos material or covered with an asbestos 

blanket or tape
• Oil and coal furnaces and door gaskets with asbestos insulation
• Heat-resistant fabrics
• Automobile clutches and brakes
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What is so bad about asbestos?

Asbestos is dangerous because it causes asbestosis, mesothelioma and 
other forms of cancer. 

These diseases average 20-30 years after first exposure before they 
manifest.
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What is so bad about asbestos?

Asbestosis is chronic, progressive inflammation of
the lung.

Symptoms include: 
• shortness of breath
• dry cough
• swelling of hands and feet
• chest pain
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What is so bad about asbestos?

Mesothelioma is a disease that causes malignant
cancer cells to form within the lining of the chest,
abdomen, or around the heart.

Symptoms include: 
• shortness of breath
• dry cough/wheezing
• muscle weakness
• chest pain
• weight loss
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What is so bad about asbestos?

Lung cancer is the most common cause of cancer 
related death in the United States.  Smoking is 
attributed to 90% of lung cancer cases, while 
asbestos is about 4%. 

Symptoms are the same as from Mesothelioma.

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.



What is so bad about asbestos?

Lung cancer is the most common cause of cancer 
related death in the United States.  Smoking is 
attributed to 90% of lung cancer cases, while 
asbestos is about 4%.  Smokers who are also 
exposed to asbestos are on average 80% more 
likely to develop lung cancer!

Symptoms are the same as from Mesothelioma.

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.



What is so bad about asbestos?
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Asbestos classification
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Friable vs non-friable

Friable ACM - >1% asbestos that can be crumbled, pulverized, or 
reduced to powder by hand pressure when dry



Asbestos classification

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.

Friable vs non-friable

Friable ACM - >1% asbestos that can be crumbled, pulverized, or 
reduced to powder by hand pressure when dry

Nonfriable ACM - >1% asbestos that cannot be crumbled, 
pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure when dry 



Asbestos classification

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.

Friable vs non-friable

Friable ACM - >1% asbestos that can be crumbled, pulverized, or 
reduced to powder by hand pressure when dry

Nonfriable ACM - >1% asbestos that cannot be crumbled, 
pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure when dry 

Nonfriable can be made friable by sanding, grinding, abrading 



Asbestos Statutes - K.S.A. 65-5301 to 65-5315

65-5304 requires asbestos abatement companies to obtain an annual 
business license from KDHE.

• $1000 annual fee associated with this license.
• Business license holder is responsible for ensuring state and federal 

asbestos rules and regulations are followed. 
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Asbestos Statutes - K.S.A. 65-5301 to 65-5315

65-5308 required asbestos workers (Class I worker/Class II supervisor) to 
obtain an annual certification from KDHE.

• $20/$40 annual fee associated with this certification.
• Required proof of mandated annual asbestos safety/awareness 

training. 
• Received a laminated ID certification card.
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65-5308 required asbestos workers (Class I worker/Class II supervisor) to 
obtain an annual certification from KDHE.

• $20/$40 annual fee associated with this certification.
• Required proof of mandated annual asbestos safety/awareness 

training. 
• Received a laminated ID certification card.
• As of July 1, 2016, 65-5308 was eliminated from the statutes and is no 

longer in effect.

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.



Asbestos Statutes - K.S.A. 65-5301 to 65-5315

65-5308 required asbestos workers (Class I worker/Class II supervisor) to 
obtain an annual certification from KDHE.

• $20/$40 annual fee associated with this certification.
• Required proof of mandated annual asbestos safety/awareness 

training. 
• Received a laminated ID certification card.
• As of July 1, 2016, 65-5308 was eliminated from the statutes and is no 

longer in effect.
• Workers/supervisors must continue federally mandated training;     

NO CHANGE THERE

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.



Asbestos Statutes - K.S.A. 65-5301 to 65-5315

65-5308 required asbestos workers (Class I worker/Class II supervisor) to 
obtain an annual certification from KDHE.

• $20/$40 annual fee associated with this certification.
• Required proof of mandated annual asbestos safety/awareness 

training. 
• Received a laminated ID certification card.
• As of July 1, 2016, 65-5308 was eliminated from the statutes and is no 

longer in effect.
• Workers/supervisors must continue federally mandated training;     

NO CHANGE THERE
• Must present proof of training to inspector when onsite.
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Asbestos Regs - K.A.R. 28-50-1 to 28-50-14

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.

28-50-1: Definitions

An inspection by a qualified asbestos inspector is required for all 
commercial, industrial or residential buildings (5 units+) or structures 
if there is more than 25 lineal feet or 10 square feet of ACM.

NESHAP (40 CFR Part 61, Subpart M) triggers if the project contains 
260 lineal feet or 160 square feet or more of ACM.

Renovations require inspection but don’t require notification if less 
than 25 lineal feet or 10 square feet.



Asbestos Regs - K.A.R. 28-50-1 to 28-50-14

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.

28-50-8: Describes notification requirements in Kansas

Must submit an abatement notification form at least 10 business 
days prior to work.

Requires a $50 base fee up to NESHAP, then fee adds 0.5% of the 
project cost up to max fee of $2,500.

10 day wait period can be waived by paying double.



Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.

Fee calculation page

Asbestos Notification Form
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Abatement company 
information and project 
description.

Asbestos Notification Form
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Project description 
continued and proposed 
work practices.

Asbestos Notification Form
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Proposed work practices 
continued and any 
requests for special 
consideration under 
K.A.R. 28-50-12

Asbestos Notification Form



Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.

Waste Disposal 
information as required 
by K.A.R. 28-50-14

Asbestos Notification Form



Asbestos Regs - K.A.R. 28-50-1 to 28-50-14

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans.

28-50-8: Describes notification requirements in Kansas

Must submit a demolition notification form at least 10 business days prior to work.

Required for all demolitions, no fee.  If friable ACM is present, must be abated first, then demoed.  

Can request a “wet demo” if the structure is in “imminent danger of collapse.”  If approved, 
demolished while under constant water spray, then “burrito wrapped” in containers lined with 
polyvinyl sheeting. Zero visible emissions allowed, including any water runoff from possible 
punctures.  May appear to be easier, but great care must be taken to do a proper wet demo! 

10 day wait period cannot be waived per federal rules.
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Demolition Notification Form
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Demolition Notification Form



Asbestos Regs - K.A.R. 28-50-1 to 28-50-14
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28-50-9: Describes work practices for asbestos-removal projects in 
occupied spaces.

Contains instruction on building enclosures, decontamination 
facilities, waste load-out areas, HEPA filtration and negative air 
pressure requirements, warning signs, etc.
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Asbestos Regs - K.A.R. 28-50-1 to 28-50-14
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28-50-14: Describes disposal requirements for ACM.

Friable ACM must go to an approved landfill.
• Fenced and displays warning signs
• Must send in dump tickets to KDHE
• Must ensure non-friable ACM does not go to a crusher, 

concrete reclamation, rip-rap use, bank stabilization use, etc.
• Requires 45 day wait period and a Class II on site when 

digging/drilling into an ACM disposal landfill.  



Asbestos Regs - K.A.R. 28-50-1 to 28-50-14
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Questions?
Phil Schlaman
785-296-1549
PSchlaman@kdheks.gov
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Javier Ahumada
785-296-0243
JAhumada@kdheks.gov

Adam Irvin
785-296-1578
Airvin@kdheks.gov

Tina Gustafson
785-296-5505
CGustafson@kdheks.gov


